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USUA National Championship 

Points Series

The USUA National Championships Points Series is open to all pilots flying all FAI classes of microlights including weight-shift trikes, fixed wing airplanes, powered paragliders and powered parachutes. The Championship Points Series, challenges pilots to fly under structured conditions in fun-filled meets that help sharpen flying skills and provide pride in accomplishment.

Pilots earn points throughout the season when flying in any of the series of meets counting for points conducted at various locations throughout the country during the calendar year.

These flying meets may be held by any group wishing to provide pilots the opportunity to accrue points toward the championships. Pilots may enter as many meets counting for points as they wish during the season.

Scoring is based on the number of pilots entered in a meet. Pilots receive one point for every pilot they better in each task. For example, if seven pilots are entered and you score better than five of them, you receive five points for the task.  Scores are entered on a score sheet and then submitted to USUA for entry onto the Championship Points Series season scoreboard.

National Points Champions are determined based on the highest winning percentage between points earned and points possible. Pilots will need to compete in at least three meets during the season and be a USUA member to be eligible for a Regional or National Points Championship. 

USUA Microlight Championship Series trophies are presented annually during the USUA Annual Awards Ceremony. Trophies are given for the winner, runner-up, and third place in each applicable FAI class. The top three pilots in each region are also recognized for their performance. High scoring U.S. Microlight Championships Series pilots also become eligible for selection to the United States Microlight Team which represents the United States in the FAI World Microlight Championships, World Air Games and other international events. Guidance for participating in a meet counting for U.S. Microlight Championship Series points and score sheets are available through local USUA Clubs, USUA Headquarters, and the USUA website, www.usua.org.

The United States Ultralight Association, Inc. (USUA) is the sole international representative for official microlight activity in the United States. USUA is an affiliate member of the National Aeronautic Association (NAA), the national aero club which represents the U.S. in the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI), the world sport aviation governing body comprised of all national aero clubs. The NAA has exclusively delegated to USUA the supervision of FAI related ultralight flying activities such as competition sanctions, issuance of Colibri badges, and the selection of the U.S. Team for World Microlight Championships and World Air Games. USUA's national competition program, initiated in 1987, includes local through national meets, accrual of national ranking points, and awarding of regional and national champions. Over 500 pilots have participated in the program to date.

More information about the U.S. Microlight Competition Program may be obtained by consulting the USUA website: www.usua.org, or contacting USUA, P.O. Box 3501 Gettysburg, PA 17325, (717) 339-0200.
ANYONE CAN HOST A MEET

Hosting a meet counting toward the USUA National Championship Points Series is open to any interested group and pilots can earn points regardless of organizational affiliation. The meet can be as simple or complex as the organizer wants with only a few prerequisites to maintain uniformity throughout the country as follows:

People 

• Meet Director 

• USUA Observer 

• At least five pilots entered

Aircraft

• Meet the FAI Microlight definition (see below)

• May be any FAI class (i.e. powered parachute, trike, etc.)

Points Scoring

• At least three events 

• Either everyone scored together or by classes

• Cross country task points are doubled

How to score points 

• Entering meet 1 point 

• For each pilot bested in each local task -1 point 

• For each pilot bested in each x/c event - 2 points

• Zero is lowest possible score

Organizing and conducting a meet counting for points is at the organizer's discretion. USUA neither sanctions nor is in any way involved with the meet. Organizers shall not hold themselves in any manner as acting on behalf of USUA nor as its representative in any capacity, nor shall they state, imply, or infer that they have been selected or authorized by USUA to conduct a meet. Organizers are free to include other flying activities that do not count for points, use their own scoring system in parallel with points and award prizes independent of points scoring for the USUA National Points Championships. 

Penalties and Deductions
• For infraction of the rules: (An infraction of the rules is defined as a failure to comply with rules of the event caused by mistake or inadvertence.)
WHAT YOU DO

There are three easy to follow steps:

• First, round up some pilots and the people you need to conduct the meet.  If no observer can be found, make one. It is as easy as requesting an observer form from USUA.

Choose at least three tasks from either the USUA National Championship Points Series task catalog or another source. If the event chosen is not in the event catalog, please submit it to USUA for addition to the catalog. 

• Second, conduct the meet and fill out the score sheet using the points scoring formula above. All pilots and navigators in all classes are to be entered on the score sheet.

• Third, mail the score sheet with processing fee to U.S. Microlight Championships Series, P.O. Box 3501 Gettysburg, PA 17325. Processing fee is $10.00 or $1.00 per pilot, whichever is highest.

Meet results will be tabulated and scores will be posted on the 2005 Season USUA National Championship Points Series Scoreboard at www.usua.org. Scores can be confirmed at any time during the season by checking the scoreboard.

USUA National Championship Point Series awards are presented annually during the USUA Annual Awards Ceremony. Awards are given for the champion, second and third place. The top three pilots in each region become Regional Points Champions and are also recognized for their performance during the ceremony.

Ultralight and microlight pilots flying in any FAI class including powered parachute are welcome to participate in the U.S. Microlight Championships Series. National and regional champions will have competed in at least three meets during the season and be a current USUA member.

FAI MICROLIGHT DEFINITION

The FAI Microlight definition includes one or two seat aircraft (trike, powered parachute or paraglider, airplane, etc.) operated under Ultralight or General Aviation rules which meet the following criteria:

• Minimum speed at gross weight less than 40.4 mph (35.1 knots or 65 km/h)

• Maximum gross weight: 


Single Seat


Two Seats

Landplane 

662 lbs (300 kg) 

992 lbs (450 kg)

Seaplane 

728 lbs (330 kg) 

1091 lbs (495 kg)

All aircraft that meet this definition are eligible for use by pilots flying in meets counting toward the USUA National Championship Points Series
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